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Department of Human Services(DHS) as a harm reduction focused, peer education program that hosts a chill

out space and information stall at raves, outdoor festivals and dance parties in Victoria Australia.

Since 2003 police patrols using PAD (Passive Alert Detection) Dogs have been targeting raves, public
transport and perceived drug problem areas. Ostensibly the PAD dog or sniffer dog policy is intended to

disrupt local drug markets reduce drug related crime and improve public safety. Many health advocates have

concerns over the impact of this approach particularly in relation to raves or dance parties.

TheSurvey

RaveSafavith TurningPoint Drug and Alcohol Service,and Fitzroy LegalServiceconductedan online and
hard copy surveyof rave attendeesat Ravesover 5 monthsin 2007. In total, 253 surveyswere completed,

A sniffer dog conducting a 213onlineand40 hard copies Participantamneanagewas24.8 years(range7/-56 years)

search.

_ _ Thedata hasbeen codedinto three themes actualdrug use and subsequentdetection, methodstaken to
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avoiddetection,andnegativeeffectsexperiencedasa result of thesemethods

SeenSnifferDogs

Themajority (67.0%) of respondentshad seenPADDogsat either a nightclubor ravein Victoriain the twelve month period prior to the
interview. The averagenumber of sightingswithin a twelve month period was 2 times. However,PADDogswere seenin a number of
locations,asillustratedin Tablel.:

Tablel: Locationsof PADDogsightings

The Majority 60% of respondents stated that the presence of PAD Dogs made them anxious or nervous. Only five (2.0%)séspponde
safer due to the presence of PAD Dogs and that police were 'doing a good job'.

PrecautionsTaken

Threequartersof respondentsknewin advancethat PADDogswould be presentat a nightclub,rave or other locationin Victoria Of those
who knewin advancemosttook precautionsprior to attendingthe locations SeeTable2. Aimost65%of respondentsstatedthat they had
drugson them when they saw sniffer dogsat a nightclub, rave or other locationin Victoria Table3 illustratesthese responses Over
twenty percentof respondentsexperiencedhegativeeffectsfrom the precautionsthey took whenthey sawa PADDogat anevent

Table 2;
Precautions taken when heard PAD dogs
attending before going to the Event

Table 3;
Precautions taken when seen PAD dogs while at an Event

43
Hid the drugs better % Hid the drugs better 62%
38
Consumed / used drugs before event %
15
Purchased drugs at the event from a known source % Purchased drugs at the event from a known source 15%
Used different drugs which are not detectable by sniffer 13 Used different drugs which are not detectable by sniffer
dogs % dogs 13%
11
purchased drugs at the event from an unknown source % purchased drugs at the event from an unknown source 11%
Disposed of Drugs to try and avoid Detection 2% Disposed of Drugs to try and avoid Detection 2%
'LGOQIW &KDQJH P\ % HKDYLRXU 1H 4% 'LGQTW &KDQJH P\ % HKDYLRXU 1 4%
10
Decided not to take drugs with me % Decided not to take drugs with me 10%
Not Applicable (I do not use drugs at events) 1% Nothing 20%
Other 3% Other 3%

]+ ( The Outcome of Searches:

Legend

A | The police did not find anything

B |respondent was cautioned

C |respondent was arrested

D |Respondent was touched by a dog

E |Other

SnifferDogsand Searches
40 (16% respondentshad beensearchedoy the policedueto a positivenaotification from the PADDog(i.e. the dogsatdown nextto them).

RespondentExperiences

Actual DrugUseand SubsequenDetection
Thecommentsin this sectionillustrate the searchprocessthe outcomeof positivesearchesandthe effect of the searchen people

ND medepressedvhenl got caught Startedusingu }

N (- oppresseddrugsare consumedacrossthe whole of society,yet police are pickingthe easytargets,and are not interestedin
harmminimisation just % E}e nS]}v_

A the time the dogsniffedme then satthere were approx5 policearoundme.. veryintimidating. _

N d Jolicewere aggressivehadlargenumbers,andsingledme out in a largecrowd whichcausedhumiliation.

N d Zpolice were actuallyfriendly enoughto deal with althoughit was scaryat first. Theydid not strip searchme, just got me to
empty my pocketsand searcheahrough my things | reallywishedl knew more of my rights at the time, maybeit waslegalfor meto
refuseto empty my pocketsetc... | felt quite violatedthough,asif a certainlevel of privacywasnot respected _

N d Zwe@re quite rude andrefusedto believeme whenl saidl didn't haveanydrugs,whichl didn't. _

Effectiveness of PAD Dog Policy
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attendance, were that 18 had been caught and arrested due to sniffer dogs. These figures, along with my own personabobservat

suggest the Police are only using the dogs, currently, as a show of force, and not as a realistic approach to stop@gratug u
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NegativeEffectsasa Resultof the Methods Takento Avoid Detection
Thissectionhighlightssomeof the negativeeffectsusersexperiencedn relationto PADDogoperations

N < u ] @BYbskancest aneventleadto anunknownqguality in the substanceandariskier A% &] v

A} oBore to purchasethusfundingthe dealerswho take advantageof this situationby crankingup %o E] = _

~ D fgiend took all her pills at once- 3 in total beforethe eventsoshecouldstill part and not get caughtwith pills.... Shenearly }A & }e
KA E }eo _

~NAlu]ShaBén, % E v}]

~fook all my drugsat onceassoonas| sawthe snifferdogsandcameverycloseto }A & }+]vP _

N v up buyingdrugsinsideeventfrom someonel did not know. Hadbadreactionto drugsasaresult

N % E $ignificantuncomfortablesensationsa (medically)mild overdoseasa result of my consuminghe festivalsdrugsimmediately
S0 as to avoid detection (trapped in line with no other way of disposingof substanceswithout arousingsuspicion) Very unpleasant
experience,could have been a lot worse and I've seen numerous instanceswhere this type of thing has occurred, often with more
unnerving/potentiallyserious & % E pee]}ve

Conclusion:
This survey suggests that the use of PAD dogs increases harms for drug users, potentially infringes on civil libémiessts no
effective policy and facilitates rather than impedes drug supply at events and venues.



